Sex differences in the behaviour of human children are a hotly debated and often controversial topic. However, several recent studies have documented a biological basis to key aspects of child social behaviour. To further explore the evolutionary basis of such differences, we investigated sex differences in sociability in wild chimpanzee, Pan troglodytes schweinfurthii, infants at Gombe National Park, Tanzania. We used a long-term data set on mothereinfant behaviour to analyse the diversity of infant chimpanzee social partners from age 30 to 36 months. Male infants (N ¼ 12) interacted with significantly more individuals than female infants did (N ¼ 8), even when maternal sociability was controlled for. Furthermore, male infants interacted with significantly more adult males than female infants did. Our data indicate that the well-documented sex differences in adult chimpanzee social tendencies begin to appear quite early in development. Furthermore, these data suggest that the behavioural sex differences of human children are fundamentally rooted in our biological and evolutionary heritage. Ó
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Sex differences in the behaviour of human children are a hotly debated and often controversial topic (McIntyre & Edwards, 2009 ). In terms of sociability, evidence from a variety of studies suggests that girls outperform boys (higher rates of eye contact: Hall, 1985; social understanding: Hall, Carter, & Horgan, 2000; prosocial behaviour: Eisenberg, Fabes, & Spinrad, 2006) . However, other studies have documented that boys play in larger groups, while girls tend to participate in more dyadic play (Fabes, Martin, & Hamish, 2003; Maccoby & Jaklin, 1987) . One persistent assumption is that differential treatment of girls and boys by parents and teachers is a primary driver of sex-typical behaviour (Witt, 1997). However, several studies have also shown a biological basis in key aspects of social behaviour in human children. For example, in human neonates, female infants prefer looking at a face (a social object), while male infants prefer looking at a mobile (a mechanical object) (Connellan, Baron-Cohen, Wheelwright, Batkia, & Ahluwalia, 2000) .
For further investigation into the evolutionary and biological bases of sex differences in behaviour, we can look to one of our closest living relatives, the chimpanzee, Pan troglodytes. Wild chimpanzees live in 'communities ' (Goodall,1968) that range in size from 20 to 180 individuals. These communities are multimale, multifemale and are characterized by a male dominance hierarchy in which philopatric males form the stable core of the community and defend a group territory (Goodall,1986) . Within these stable communities, grouping patterns represent a fissionefusion social system, wherein temporary subgroups form as a result of a combination of factors that may include food availability, sexual state of females and social relationships with other individuals (Goodall, 1986; Matsumoto-Oda, Hosaka, Huffman, & Kawanaka, 1998) . Neighbouring chimpanzee communities are highly territorial and intercommunity interactions can have fatal results (Wilson & Wrangham, 2003) .
In East African chimpanzees, P. t. schweinfurthii, adult females are less gregarious than adult males, spending much of their time accompanied only by their dependent offspring (Gombe: Murray, Sandeep, & Pusey, 2007 , Kanyawara: Emery Thompson, Kahlenberg, Gilby, & Wrangham, 2007 , Mahale: Hasegawa, 1990 ). In addition, association indices between femaleefemale dyads are weaker than those found for maleemale dyads (Gilby & Wrangham, 
